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The Town of Scott, Wisconsin, located in northeast Wisconsin along the east bank of 

the Bay of Green Bay, offers a sense of peace and simplicity often lost in urban areas. With 

a population that thrives on agriculture, natural beauty, and a close-knit community, the 

Town of Scott represents the many small towns across the U.S. that face unique challenges 

and opportunities. While the town is a wonderful place to live, there are several areas where 

local government officials can focus their efforts to improve the overall quality of life for 

residents. 

These efforts should focus on three key priorities: enhancing infrastructure and 

connectivity, supporting local economic development, and improving community health and 

recreation opportunities. Addressing these areas will help ensure a sustainable, vibrant 

future for its residents. 

One of the fundamental aspects of improving the quality of life in any town is 

ensuring that its infrastructure is both functional and sustainable. Many small-town 

communities in Wisconsin, including the Town of Scott, face challenges when it comes to 

maintaining their roadways. Rural roads are often subjected to harsher weather conditions 

and more frequent use from heavy vehicles on the roadway. This leads to wear and tear in the 

form of potholes, eroded shoulders, and poorly marked intersections. Also, according to 

TRIP, "Rural roads are more likely to have narrow lanes, limited shoulders, sharp curves, 

exposed hazards, pavement drop-offs, steep slopes, and limited clear zones along roadsides" 

(2024). These factors contribute to unsafe driving conditions. By prioritizing road 

maintenance and improvement, town officials can not only increase safety but also improve 

the efficiency of transportation. 

Another aspect of infrastructure the Town of Scott should prioritize is the lack of 
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reliable high-speed internet. In an age where digital connectivity is integral to nearly every 

aspect of life, the absence of robust broadband access can create significant disadvantages. 

For residents, especially those working remotely or seeking educational opportunities, fast 

internet can be spotty, hindering both professional and personal growth. Expanding access 

to reliable and affordable high-speed internet would not only improve residents' daily lives 

but also open up new opportunities for local businesses, telemedicine, and education. 

Ensuring that no resident is left behind in the digital age is critical for the town's long-term 

success. 

A strong local economy is essential for any community, but it is especially important 

in rural areas like the Town of Scott. Small businesses are the backbone of the local 

economy. In fact, many of the town's unique qualities-its agriculture, natural resources, 

location, and sense of community-lend themselves well to entrepreneurial ventures. "The 

Town is experiencing increased residential, commercial, and industrial development 

pressure due to its proximity to the City of Green Bay, University of Wisconsin-Green Bay, 

highly sought-after bayshore property, and improvements to STH 57 from a two-lane rural 

highway to a divided four-lane expressway (this expressway is the main highway to Door 

County)" (Town of Scott, 2025). To support local businesses, town officials could offer 

incentives such as tax breaks, grants, or low-interest loans to entrepreneurs starting or 

expanding small businesses. Additionally, creating a supportive environment through 

business development resources, such as mentorship programs or networking events, can 

help entrepreneurs succeed. By focusing on small business development, the town can create 

jobs, encourage innovation, and provide residents with more options for goods and services 

without needing to travel to neighboring cities. 
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As a rural area, the Town of Scott benefits from its agricultural roots, which provide 

an opportunity for both economic growth and environmental sustainability. The town 

government should explore ways to support sustainable farming practices, such as offering 

grants or technical assistance to farmers who want to adopt eco-friendly practices or 

diversify their crops. Local agriculture can also be leveraged as part of a broader tourism 

strategy, with agritourism becoming a growing sector across the U.S. Whether it's through 

farm-to-table restaurants, agricultural festivals, or farm tours, promoting the Town of Scott's 

agricultural heritage could bring in tourists, stimulate local spending, and showcase the 

town's natural beauty. In the long term, this could provide a significant boost to the local 

economy while preserving the town's rural character. 

The health and well-being of a town's residents should always be a top priority for 

any local government. One of the most effective ways to improve the physical and mental 

health of residents is by offering accessible and well-maintained parks and recreational 

facilities. The Town of Scott, with its natural beauty of features like the Niagara Escarpment 

and open spaces, has several parks, walking trails, and outdoor recreational areas that it 

should strive to maintain and improve. Specifically, the University of Wisconsin-Green Bay 

has a broad and extensive trail system that can be more utilized and promoted to the public. 

Partnering with counties to manage local parks like Bay Shore and Red River, which feature 

the priceless beauty of the natural landscapes of the Niagara Escarpment, offers residents 

spaces to stay active, socialize, and engage in family-friendly activities. "[These parks] 

preserve and provide public access to areas that could only be admired from distant points if 

they were in private ownership" (Stieglitz et al., 2016). Additionally, establishing 

recreational initiatives such as youth sports leagues or fitness classes can help foster a sense 
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of community and promote healthy lifestyles. Whether it's a weekend walk through a nature 

trail or a neighborhood soccer game, recreational activities create opportunities for 

individuals to connect with their surroundings and each other. 

Improving the quality of life in the Town of Scott, Wisconsin, requires a holistic 

approach that addresses infrastructure, economic development, and community health. By 

focusing on these areas, the town government can create an environment that is conducive to 

both personal and community growth. As the Town of Scott looks toward the future, these 

priorities will help ensure that the town remains a vibrant, sustainable place for residents to 

live, work, and thrive. By implementing these initiatives, the Town of Scott can preserve its 

rural charm while embracing the opportunities necessary to adapt to an evolving world. 
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